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FPC members were very active and on the go in our Fresno community in April.  We started the month 

off with a bang and ran full speed the rest of the month.  The list of 
our club’s April activities is long…FPC Board meeting, Farmer’s 
Market community outreach, community outreach to High School 
students, adding a third day to our boulegames schedule each week, 
ordering dozens of new club shirts, organizing a club tournament, 
finalizing FPC’s Germany trip, working with several businesses on 
integrating pétanque into their business model, planning our first away 
tournament in San Pedro this May, planning an FPC “buying boules” 
mini clinic, etc.  It makes one tired just thinking about our assertive 
marketing strategies.  Special thanks go out to all FPC members who 
believe in what our club is doing and have volunteered many hours to 
create “Pétanque in Fresno.”  
 

  
 
The Vineyard Farmer’s Market at the corner of Blackstone and Shaw is 
a premier boutique farmer’s market in Fresno County.  It attracts an 

informed group of Fresnans.  Those patrons 
seemed just the type of people who are 
attracted to boules. So, every Saturday 
morning in April we set up four pistes at the 
farmer’s market to teach market shoppers how 
to play boules.  After four Saturdays at the 
market more than 350 people had learned how 
to play. What a success story!         
                                                             
Special thanks to Richard and Ellen Erganian,      

    Richard & Ellen         Vineyard market owners, for inviting FPC to      Vineyard Farmer’s Market  
                                         their market. 
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After market patrons tossed a few of the old boules, you 
often heard them say: “This is really fun! I can’t         
believe I have never heard of pétanque.”  A number of them 
have already decided to join FPC.  
 
Pétanque, like shopping for fresh, healthy food, brings joy 
to people’s lives.  And FPC volunteers, believe it or not, are 
improving the quality of life in Fresno and building 
community at the same time. A heart-felt thanks also goes 
to the dozens of FPC trainers and grounds keepers who 
made this community outreach possible. 

   A Few Boules Trainers at the Market                                                                                                                                                              
 

                                                                   
                                                        
Our Club achieved another attendance record.  At our recent “April in Fresno” Mixed Triplette 
Tournament we had 48 boulistes register and play.  What a great show of support from members of our 
club.  Thank you. 
 
THE WINNER’S CIRCLE INCLUDES… 
 
   
 
 
                         
 
 

                                  
                             
 
 

 
                             Mary, Nicholas,Vang - Concours First Place  
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In the Concour (Championship) winner’s circle the ranking was as follows: 1st Place – Vang Moua, 
Mary Jane Mann, and Nicolas Yang; 2nd Place – Carl Motschiedler, Linda Motschiedler, and Jerry 
Personius; 3rd Place – Greg Lapp, Deb Lapp, and Karen Petrynus 
 
In the Consolante (Consolation) winner’s circle the ranking 
was as follows 1st Place - Ed Loughmiller, Jack Emerian, 
and Lesley Woolcock; 2nd Place – Peter Woolcock, Ed 
Vostrak, and Ellen Erganian; 3rd Place – Gordon Morse, 
Mary LaFollette, and Jean Biscay. 
 
Congratulations to all the tournament winners.   
 
A special thanks goes out to Greg Lapp and Linda 
Motschiedler for coordinating this tournament.  They did a 
great job and we just want to give them a big hug and say            Linda and Greg - Coordinators  
“Thank You.”                                  

 
Then there is our tournament umpire to thank.  How 
does one sum up Pascal Gravier.  Four time U.S. 
National Champion; Coach to the United States 
Women’s World Championship Team; National 
FPUSA Umpire. Oh, and a retired world-class pastry 
chef. You get the idea.   
 
Pascal loves pétanque.  He is the founder of Lamorinda 
Pétanque Club in Lafayette, California.  He plays in 
most FPUSA championships and, when he is not 
competing he is serving the Federation as a national 
tournament umpire. We are lucky to have Pascal in the  
FPUSA, and close to Fresno. 

Pascal Gravier - Friend of Pétanque             
 
When FPC asked Pascal if he would serve as the Umpire of our “April in Fresno” tournament he 
immediately said “yes!”  The day before our tournament he went with several club members to Cary 
Park and help set up the pétanque terrain for our Sunday tournament.  There he was with a broom in 
his hand sweeping debris from our boules terrain and helping us chalk the boundary lines.  What a 
guy! Thank you Pascal for driving to Fresno and officiating our boules tournament.  We appreciate 
what you have done for FPC and we appreciate what you are doing for our national federation.  Merci 
beaucoup! 

 
Did you see that dreamy little angel at our 
tournament that belonged to FPC member Jer 
Thao and his wife? The angel baby’s name is 
Isabelle. We think Jer should have to bring 
Isabelle to boulegames every Sunday just so 
we can see and play with her.  Adorable is an 
understatement for this little one. We suspect 
Isabelle will be playing pétanque around            Little Miss Isabelle 
2 years of age. �   Bring her back soon, Jer.  
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FPC officially added Thursday boulegames two weeks ago.  This brings the total club game days to 
three. Each boulegame day has a Game Day Coordinator.  The Coordinator is responsible for the 
melee, bringing water (if members drink water we ask that you make a cash donation in the jar on the 
table), working with Gordon on the terrain set up and processing any club paperwork for new members 
that join that day.  FPC appreciates club leaders who assume Game Day Coordinator responsibility.  
They bring continuity to the game and a sense of stability.  Merci Coordinators! 
 

 
 
Paul Yang, 905-4692, Tuesday Game Day Coordinator, boulegames 5:30-
8:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Linda and Carl Motschiedler, 431-2555, Thursday Game Day 
Coordinators, boulegames 5:30-8:30 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim and Terry , 352-4142, Sunday Game Day Coordinators, boulegames 
are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
  
 

        
We ask that club members be of assistance to these Game Day Coordinators as they get the 
boulegames underway each week.  Major assistance is always required in getting boulistes in line for 
the melee.  Coordinators will be using the goose horn to indicate melee time.  When you hear the horn, 
boulistes have two minutes to get in the melee line before the 1-2-3 count is made.     
 

 
               

Working in cooperation with Pétanque America, FPC will hold its first 
“boules measuring” mini clinic in June.  You will not want to miss this fun 
little clinic on how to buy the correct size and weight boules.  You’ll be 
able to answer some of your questions like “should I buy soft or hard metal 
boules? Should I buy boules with lines or should I buy smooth boules?” 
 
More detail on this clinic will be e-mailed in early June.    
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Pétanque observers beware!  If you walk near the Cary Park Boules terrain the chances are very high 
that a boulistes just might hug you ��� �   Those FPCers are huggers.  As new FPC boulistes find out 
quickly, everyone gets a hug after a game whether they win or lose.  Come to think of it, it you need a 
hug, just stop by our boules terrain on any game day and I suspect there will be 30 or 40 boulistes 
available to hug you. 

 
   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

      DO YOU NEED A HUG? 
 

 
The French do it.  The Germans too ~  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Md7NWWIzq1Q 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Tick Tock – In spite of our past and in spite of the future, this tick of our lifetime, for 
one moment, we come together, strangers becoming friends, different worlds, different 
cultures, and different paths.  We find ourselves, nonetheless, as one through pétanque.  
One world, One game, One boule.  Let’s play, and forever be young at heart.  
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FPC was invited to give “boules 
demonstrations” recently to students 
participating in a language camp at McLane 
High School. Paul Yang and Linda 
Motschiedler volunteered to make the trek out 
to McLane to give our club this presence on a 
Fresno school campus. 
 
Paul and Linda said that after a few hours they 
had trained dozens of young people on the 
techniques of pétanque. 
  
Thank you Paul and 
Linda for representing 

Linda (R) shows McLane High students how to          our club at the language  
play pétanque                                                                  fair.  
 
One day we will have pétanque classes and pistes at every high school in Fresno        Paul Yang  
County.  Just keep believing. 
                                                                                

 
 

May 14-30: Fresno Pétanque Club’s “Making International Connections”  
Germany Boules Tour.  This will be an international friendship pétanque tour.  
As FPC becomes a flagship of American pétanque, we will increasingly go 
into the world as a boules club and spread the word about Fresno and USA 
pétanque.  FPC will play boules with the Munster, Berlin, Munich and Prague 
pétanque clubs.  Periodic communiqués will be posted to FPC members 

stateside as our club member’s boule their way across Germany.    
 
Sunday, May 17: Los Angeles Pétanque Club hosts the 2009 SAN PEDRO OPEN SELECT 
TRIPLETTE  competition at the beautiful “Bridge to Breakwater” facilities in San Pedro. This 
tournament is open to all boulistes. Trophy prizes will be awarded to the first, second, third and fourth 
place teams in the “Concours” and to the winner of the “Consolante”.  Registration must be submitted 
by May 10.  Paul Yang will be FPC’s coordinator for this away tournament.  For more information, 
contact Paul at 905-4692 or via email at thopo-yang@yahoo.com. 
 
Saturday/Sunday, June 13-14:  FPUSA Southwest Regional Mixed Doublettes. Tournament hosted 
by the Los Angeles Pétanque Club and is play at their terrain in Rancho Park near Beverly Hills.  
There are eight FPUSA clubs in the Southwest Region.  FPC is one of them.  Let’s plan on having a 
number of teams compete in this tournament.  Registration must be submitted by June 3.  Karen 
Petryna will be FPC’s coordinator for this away tournament.  For more information, contact Karen at 
474-4608 or via email at bloomorganic@gmail.com. 
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This month’s FPC profile is of club member Cecelia 
Sheeter.  Cecelia and two of her sons (Isaac and Jacob) 
are members of our club. Cecelia actively promotes 
boules and is having a large “French Themed” pétanque 
party on her Madera Ranch in June. 
 
How did you find out about Fresno Pétanque Club? 
 
There was a very good article in the Fresno Bee about 
FPC that piqued my interest. 
 
What brought you to Fresno?  
 
I came west to Madera, where I still live, in the late 
1980’s to be closer to my parents in their retirement. 

CECELIA SHEETER 
                             
What is your profession? 
 
I am a stay-at-home mom on our family ranch which produces almonds and walnuts.  My husband Al 
and I also run a small cow/calf operation.  I actually feel as if I am integrated into both Fresno and 
Madera Counties as I serve as a board member for the San Joaquin River Parkway in addition to 
volunteering for many other community interests. 

 
Are there any places in Fresno that you consider hidden gems that more people should visit?  
 
Well, I have to say that the Coke Hallowell Center for River Studies on Old Friant Rd. is a pretty 
magical place with some wonderful exhibits in the restored ranch house.  But the best part to me is the 
reclaimed mining pit that is full of all kinds of bird life.  There is always something interesting to see.  
My youngest son loves checking out all the waterfowl.  Being a resident of Madera County,   I feel 
compelled to mention both Eastman Lake and Hensley Lake.  Both recreational areas sit right on the 
edge of the foothills and have awesome disc golf courses.  We love going to both areas to play.  Big 
fun! 
 
Besides pétanque, what other sports or hobbies get your attention? 
 
I’m an avid runner and tennis player but I also love to hike and swim during the summer.  Living in the 
Valley, I also garden year round.  I am a voracious reader- mostly of nonfiction. 
 
What one thing would you like our members to know about you that they don’t already know?   
 
My father’s career in the Navy spanned 38 years, so my childhood was spent living throughout the 
United States as well as overseas.   It was truly a gift to see different parts of the world at such a young 
age. 
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PAPA AND UNCLE:   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49sTAP44ntI 
 

 
 
Old Fresno County Courthouse - http://imgzoom.cdlib.org/Fullscreen.ics?ark=ark:/13030/kt8489q4f2/z1&&brand=calisphere 
 

Supporting our community often requires that we know its story. History can be a powerful teacher. 
All cities have stories hidden in the alleys, on the outskirts of town, and even inside buildings.  You 

can learn many of the historical stories about a town by just walking 
through the downtown area.  In Downtown Fresno’s Old Armenian 
Town, near the intersection of Santa Clara and Fulton Avenue, is a 
neglected cupola inside a fenced area on the property bearing a fading 
and peeling yellow sign with the name of Leonard’s emblazoned on it. 
Drive to this intersection and turn into the short cul de sac where 
Leonard’s is located. Park your car, get out, and while standing in front 
of the old worn cupola, study its graceful lines and arches.  Notice the 
old light fixtures hanging from its sides.  Image its story. 

 Cupola – Old Gray Lady 
 

Continue that imagination and 
visualize the cupola being taken off 
the very top of the old Fresno 
County Courthouse just before it 
was razed.  This removal of the 
cupola was orchestrated by Mr. 
Leonard who owned the shop 
located at Santa Clara and Fulton.  
This cupola was taken to that 
Armenian Town corner in 1966, and 
there it sits today.  There has been 
talk of restoring the cupola and 
putting it on display in the 
downtown Metropolitan Museum.  
Considering the financial problems 
of the MET museum, that’s not likely     Old Fresno County Courthouse – Build 1875, Razed 1966 
to happen soon. 
 

Let’s continue this cupola journey in downtown. Get back in your car and drive to George’s restaurant 
in the Galleria near the Civic Center (Kern and N Street.). Once inside this great Armenian restaurant 
you will notice a four by five-foot “Pop Laval” photograph of the Old Fresno County Courthouse on 

 

 

NEW FPC MEMBERS:   Fresno Pétanque Club welcomes new 
members Diana Haynes, Claudia and Jose Martinez, Al and 
Ruthie McLeod, Todd McLeod, Tony Munson, Holly Owen, Becky 
Richardson, Ann Robertson, Nicolas Yang 
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the back wall.  Get up close to the photograph and study the cupola on the top.  Ask the waitress 
named Gail what she knows about the Old Courthouse.   
 
What’s the point?  Buildings contain our history.  If we don’t look closely enough we might forget the 
story that is ours. The “Old Gray Lady” cupola has an amazing Fresno story. It would be worth your 
time to drive down to Leonard’s and take a look at the cupola before it disappears forever. 
 
Support the Fresno Historical Society, http://www.valleyhistory.org/.  For more information on 
historical Fresno buildings browse:  http://historicfresno.org/ 
 

 
 

Where Can I Stand in Reference to the Cochonnet? 
International Rules of Pétanque, Article 16 
 
The opponents must remain beyond the cochonnet or behind the 
player and, in both cases, to the side of the end’s line of play and at a 
distance of at least 2 meters from the one or the other. In other 
words, you cannot stand on the side between the throwing circle and 
the cochonnet. Neither can you stand directly behind the cochonnet 
while you opponent is playing.  

 

 
  

LAMORINDA PETANQUE CLUB - http://www.lamorindapetanque.com/ 
 
 is located in beautiful Lafayette, California (San Francisco’s East Bay). Home to 
50 dedicated boulers.  The Club started in 1992 in Pascal Gravier's backyard.  As 
mentioned earlier, Pascal served 
as an umpire for our tournament.   

 
The Lamorinda Club is about a 3 ½ hour drive from 
Fresno.  If you have plans to be in that area send 
Lamorinda Club president, Mary Albright 
(adog72@aol.com), an email and see if you can join 
them in a game or two.  They are a very welcoming 
club.   
                                                                                     
Lamorinda may have one of the most beautiful and 
artistic pétanque terrains in the United States.  The 
terrain opened just a few years ago and is known 
nationally for having a challenging and uniquely                            Lamorinda Terrain  
designed pétanque terrain. You must make a point of playing on their terrain sometime, and you might 
be lucky enough to taste a delicious pear growing on the nearby trees. 
.   
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Lamorinda will host the FPUSA National Doublette Championship tournaments this July.  Fresno 
should have a large turnout in Lamorinda. Give this national tournament some early consideration. It 
would be good of you to represent FPC.  Carl Motschiedler is the FPC coordinator for this event.  
More information on this tournament will soon be e-mailed to members. 
 

 
 

Singapore Pétanque - http://www.sportsboules.org.sg/ 
Pétanque is quickly becoming a national sport in 
many Asian countries. Taiwan hosted the Asian 
championship in 2008. Japan has a fast growing 
boules federation and would be an interesting boules 
tour for FPC to take in the coming years. Thailand 
hosted the Pétanque World Championship in 2007. 
China just formed their first boules club in Beijing 
two years ago and international executive search 
companies are seeking highly trained pétanque 
coaches. Hong Kong has a competitive federation. So 
does Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, Malaysia, Mauritius 
and Seychelles.  Seychelles has extended an official 
invitation to FPC to visit their island nation next year. Team Singapore Asian Championship 2008, Taiwan 
Keep an eye on this part of the world for future Pétanque world champions and championships.                                                 
 
 

                                     
 

                  A FEW MEMBERS OF THE FRESNO PETANQUE CLUB 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             
                 “Call it a clan, call it a network, call it a tribe, call it a family or a club.  Whatever  
                   you call it, whoever you are, you need one.”  Jane Howard (1935-1996) 
 
 Photography Credits:  Thanks to Richard Erganian, Pierre-Paul Villalafel, and Jerry Personius for many of the photographs in this newsletter. 
Membership in Fresno Pétanque Club is $30 annually.  More Information - Terry Bond, 352-4129 or BouleFresno@yahoo.com 


